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From our CEO, Louis P. Barbarin
Beginning with Abraham, many prophets responded to the call of the Lord with 
“Here I am.” A burning bush prompted Moses to speak the words aloud. Although 
the first disciples did not utter these words, they cast their nets aside to follow at 
Jesus’ invitation.

Gratefully, you have also made your voice known in the chorus of salvation 
history by serving as a pastor, missionary, or lay administrator. Donors to 
MMBB in 2023 have also said “Here I am” through giving. MMBB staff have 
continued to answer the call by delivering financial education tailored to our 
Christ-centered ministry and those who serve, while pastors have answered 
by participating in ongoing learning and discernment (see Bridges Colloquia 
featured on p. 3).

Our MMBB family can humbly proclaim in one voice, “Here we are, Lord,” as 
our individual acts swell into a collective response in all areas of the MMBB 
ministry. Giving is just one measure of the amplitude of our voice, the details  
of which we share in the following pages. 

I pray that we continue to respond emphatically, with joy and enthusiasm,  
to the Lord, much as when Isaiah exclaimed, “Here I am! Send me.” 

With appreciation,

Dr. Louis P. Barbarin, CPA®

Chief Executive Officer
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The way forward: Sustained fi nancial wellness

Letter from our CEO, Louis Barbarin 
Thank you to our loyal, re-engaged, and fi rst-time donors for a renewed 
spirit of giving in 2021. Together, we have provided substantial emergency 
assistance, fi nancial education, and other support to MMBB members in need. 
Notably, gift revenue from living donors to our Heritage of Sharing annual 
appeal recovered to 2019 levels and, with legacy gifts included, to 2012 levels.

In December 2021, MMBB received a $250,000 grant from Lilly Endowment 
Inc. to help MMBB pastors still hurting from the impacts of the pandemic, 
with the opportunity to receive an additional $250,000 in $1 for $1 matching 
funds. With this initial grant and your ongoing support, we will provide 
emergency assistance coupled with six live sessions of fi nancial education 
led by MMBB instructors for up to 100 underserved pastors, helping them 
maintain their vocations and keep their congregations vibrant.

While emergency assistance has been our heritage and remains central, 
fi nancial education helps us chart a way forward—our steps always guided 
by the witness and word of Christ. In turn, through the blessing of sustained, 
lifelong fi nancial well-being, we are strengthened in our service to Christ in 
all that we do.

In His Service,

Louis P. Barbarin, CPA®

Chief Executive Offi  cer

Sustaining the spirit of 
Heritage of Sharing
Since its inception in 1911, 
MMBB has generously provided 
emergency assistance to our 
members. In 2005, then-
executive director Rev. Dr. 
Sumner Grant, Rev. Dr. John 
Sundquist, and our first team of 
volunteers launched the Heritage 
of Sharing campaign to invite 
MMBB members, board members, 
staff, and other benefactors 

to contribute to emergency 
assistance for members in need. 
Beginning with this first campaign, 
funds received are distributed to 
MMBB members.

Volunteers have been integral to 
the success of Heritage of Sharing 
from the outset. Through phone 
calls, e-mails, and handwritten 
notes, Heritage of Sharing 

volunteers 
say thank you 
to past donors, 
provide friendly 
check-ins, share the 
impact of giving, introduce 
new MMBB annuitants to 
Heritage of Sharing, and help 
keep our MMBB community 
connected.

Thank you for your loyalty 
and perseverance
Dear MMBB Community,

Certain years change the course of history. Certainly, 2020 has been one of them. This edition of our annual 
Giving Book provides an extended overview of our philanthropic support and programs as celebration of the 
enduring goodness of the human spirit. 

In 1911, MMBB launched its first fundraising campaign in response to a $50,000 challenge grant from Milo 
C. Treat, a Baptist businessman and philanthropist. At the same time, fellow Baptist John D. Rockefeller, Sr. 
began to infuse MMBB with significant funds to ensure its longevity. Our hallmark “spirit of benevolence” 
was born. 

In 1965, MMBB member and Baptist preacher Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. led the march across the Edmund Pettus Bridge in Selma, 
Alabama alongside fellow Baptist preacher and civil rights activist 
John Lewis. The American civil rights movement did not begin 
on that bridge, but rather rose to prominence in that and other 
seminal moments led largely by black church leaders and their 
congregations. During the 1960s, the collective voice of the 
church was prophetic. 

In 2020, the coronavirus pandemic swept across the world. In 
the United States, its spread disproportionally affected our brown 
and black communities, exposing yet again the tenacious roots of 
inequality. In July, John Lewis died, but not before he visited Black 
Lives Matter Plaza in Washington, D.C. “I just had to see and feel it 
for myself that, after many years of silent witness, the truth is still 
marching on,” he wrote in a posthumous op-ed published in The 
New York Times. 

Tempered by a long horizon, retirement planning encompasses 
the ups and downs of the years. Yet the need for our ministry 

is rooted in the same injustice John Lewis, civil rights leaders, impassioned pastors, and many others have 
long fought. Financial well-being for our pastoral leaders, our faithful congregations, and by extension the 
communities they serve is integral to achieving the wholeness that is a mark of this long-sought justice.

Thank you for your loyalty to our MMBB community, to our Heritage of Sharing annual campaign, and to 
each other. As the apostle Paul has encouraged us: “Let us run with perseverance the race that is set before 
us, looking to Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith” (Hebrews 1–2).

In His Service

Louis P. Barbarin, CPA®

Chief Executive Officer

The Reverend Darla D. Turlington, 

Chair

The Reverend Edwin N. Aymat

The Reverend J. Wesley Babian

The Reverend Wm. Wayne Brown

The Reverend Jon A. Dainty, Sr.

The Reverend Donald R. Forden

The Reverend Dr. David H. Forden

Dr. Evelyn D. Hillman

Mrs. Nancy K. Johnson

The Reverend Frederick O. Lewis

The Reverend Charles W. Mauldin

The Reverend Dr. Alan Ragland

The Reverend Dr. Edwin J. Simon

The Reverend James Spon

The Reverend Walter T. Steenson

The Reverend Kevin Turman

2020 Heritage of Sharing Volunteer Committee

What a joy when a Heritage of Sharing donor or new 

annuitant picks up the phone! Everyone I have spoken 

with over the years has been gracious and appreciative. 

Some have shared recent stories of their lives; others 

have recounted stories of how they or colleagues have 

been helped by Heritage of Sharing gifts and MMBB 

generosity in the past. What remarkable fellowship 

we have among our donors and members—varied in 

backgrounds and experiences, yet united in the Holy 

Spirit and our shared commitment to Christian ministry.

—Darla (“Dee Dee”) Turlington, Chair
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“Your word is a 
lamp to my feet 

and a light 
to my path.”

Psalm 119:105

Lilly Endowment Inc. grant helps 
sustain Bridges Colloquia
More than 38 years ago, MMBB Board of Managers member 
Dr. John F. Mandt, Sr. created the innovative Colloquium, 
which later became Bridges: Colloquia for Cultivating Ministry. 
The cohort-based model for supporting pastoral leaders 
proved prescient and became the blueprint for other MMBB 
programs. Attendees provide each other with peer support and 
mentoring, reflect on shifting paradigms in ministry, deepen 
their skills in personal and church financial management, and 
discern pathways for ongoing personal renewal. Colloquia are 
three-day, in-person events held across the country.

“When we gather in a space of mutual trust 
and respect, we can be honest about the 
challenges of ministry and share our gifts 

with one another.”

Pastoral leader in Women’s Colloquium

“Bridges Colloquia help pastoral leaders 
evolve in their personal and professional 
relationships and truly thrive in ministry.” 

Rev. Dr. Perry J. Hopper,  
Associate Executive Director of MMBB

Here I am.
Isaiah 6:8

$500,000
Grant from Lilly Endowment 
to sustain financial literacy 
and fellowship

200+
Pastoral leaders served
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A swell of generous support led to 
gains in annual giving
Annual giving, which is measured by all outright cash gifts by 
living individuals, provides a true measure of support from our 
extended MMBB family—these are the checks that come in the 
mail and the gifts received online through mmbb.org/giving.

This measure allows us to track gains meaningfully year over 
year. Retired MMBB members comprise the majority of our 
annual giving donors.

* Certain goods and services, such as recognition, were provided in 
exchange for a portion of these sponsorships. 

Report on all giving in 2023
Gift revenue fl owed into MMBB from multiple sources in 2023. Our largest gift 
was from Lilly Endowment to sustain the Bridges Colloquia, as featured on 
p. 3. At the conclusion of the Lift up, encourage, empower special matching 
gifts appeal, which ran from 2022 through September 2023, Lilly also provided 
the full $250,000 match for funds raised. 

Estate gifts and outright cash gifts from living individuals account for the 
remainder of gift revenue. Outright cash gifts include gifts to the MMBB 
endowment, Heritage of Sharing, and Lift up, encourage, empower
(received before the September 2023 close of this appeal). 

Generous sponsorships from our vendors supported the attendance of MMBB 
at the ABCUSA Biennial Mission Summit in Puerto Rico in June 2023 and 
rounded out giving.* 

It’s good to be 
part of the 

MMBB family.
First-time donor 

and member

All giving Outright cash gifts only from living individuals
ABCUSA Biennial Mission Summit sponsorships ...............................................$27,700
MMBB endowment ................................................................................................ $368,412 ................................................................................................................................... $5,042
Lift up, encourage, empower  ................................................................................$16,781 ................................................................................................................................. $16,781
Heritage of Sharing ................................................................................................ $278,432...............................................................................................................................$253,885
Lilly Endowment grant for Bridges Colloquia .................................................$500,000
Lilly Endowment matching gift grant ............................................................... $250,000

TOTAL ....................................................................................................................$1,441,325 .............................................................................................................................. $275,708 Become an annual giver today 
by scanning the QR code or 
visiting mmbb.org/giving.

14%
Increase in outright cash giving

44%
Increase in average gift amount

118%
Increase in average gift amount per new donor

78%
Of loyal donors gave the same or more
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Overview of legacy giving
Those who make a legacy gift to MMBB often have a lifetime relationship with 
us and are eager to see our mission advanced in perpetuity. Most legacy gifts 
are directed to the MMBB endowment unless otherwise designated by the 
donor, CEO, or Board of Managers. Individuals who notify us of their intention 
to designate MMBB as a beneficiary in their estate plans (including life 
insurance or retirement plans) are recognized in our President’s Legacy Circle.

The protective power of the  
MMBB endowment
Founded more than 100 years ago, the MMBB endowment 
continues to grow through prudent stewardship, investment 
gains, and ongoing gifts. Each year, MMBB draws from the 
endowment to provide non-contractual benevolence support 
(see below), fund MMBB financial education programs, and 
provide all MMBB members access to our financial planners,  
each of whom has the CFP® designation, at no cost. 

* Less than 0.5%.

** �In 2023, $24,547 from this total was designated to Heritage 
of Sharing. These gifts are also counted in totals reported 
on pp. 4–5. 

May the Good 
Lord keep us all 
in His care and 

protect us.
MMBB donor 

Non-contractual benevolence support  
distributed in 2023

Emergency assistance*................................................................ $701,584 
Medical subsidies ..........................................................................$660,853 
Strategic Pastoral Excellence Program (SPEP)........................$334,568 
Aid through organizations...........................................................$225,204 
General grants ................................................................................$223,317 
Career development..................................................................... $159,250 
Thank you checks (lay only).........................................................$111,305 
Educational grants ..........................................................................$62,000
Premuim aid.........................................................................................$3,279 
Gift payments.......................................................................................$1,566 

TOTAL.......................................................................................... $2,482,926

$46,329
Average legacy  

gift from  
deceased  
individuals  

in 2023

All legacy gifts received (from estates only)

Estate gifts from closed churches

$550  |  —* 

Ongoing disbursements from trusts

$109,393  |  28%

Estate gifts from deceased individuals

$277,974**  |  72%

TOTAL

$387,917  |  100%

* �Emergency assistance noted here is in addition to what is raised through 
our Heritage of Sharing annual appeal as reported on pp. 4–5. 

$368,412
Total giving to the MMBB 
endowment for 2023**

$2,482,926
Directed from MMBB endowment 
for non-contractual benevolence 
support

$60,125
Additional drawdown from MMBB 
endowment to support financial 
education for members
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** Includes outright cash gifts
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Our mission
To promote interest in the better maintenance of the ministry

MMBB Financial Services
Office of Advancement
475 Riverside Drive, Suite 1700
New York, NY  10115-0049

T 212.870.8007
E mmbbgiving@mmbb.org

Give online mmbb.org/giving
Legacy giving mmbb.mylegacygift.org

The information contained herein is for informational purposes only. While MMBB 
made every attempt to ensure that the information is accurate, MMBB is not 
responsible for any errors or omissions or the results obtained from the use of this 
information. MMBB is not liable for any success or failure that is directly or indirectly 
related to the use of the information contained herein. The information contained 
herein does not constitute any financial, insurance, investment, legal, or tax advice. 
In no event shall, MMBB and/or its fiduciaries, directors, officers, employees, or 
agents thereof be liable for any special, direct, indirect, consequential, or incidental 
damages or any damages whatsoever, whether in action of contract, negligence or 
tort, arising out of or in connection with the use of the information contained herein.


